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SECOND BULL RUN

How the Battle Was Fought The Story Retold by Two

Soldiers

By JOHN D VAUTIFR Co 88th Pa

Towers Brigade consisting of the 20th
rnd 04th X Y mid SSth nml 00th Pa of
Rickcttss Ditision McDowells Third
Corps Army of Ailginia Gen John Pope
in coiiiniauil reached Bull Run battlefied
on the afternoon of Friday Aug 29 1SI2
after a series of eteessh ely haul marches
and movements that began on the Rapi
dan River on Aug IS and continued
without intei mission until after the battle
of Chantilly Sept 1 1SC2

In reviewing the strategic movements of
the Union and Confederate riniies dining
this lirief but stienuoiis carjpaign lasting
about one mouth it is ainaiing what ig-

norance

¬

Gen Pope displajed in regard to
the intentions locations spii it and stiength
of his opponents mid the contempt with
which he mcasiiied their combatite pow-

ers
¬

to the last On the other hand the
Southern Generals appealed to hae
gauged Popes gcneiaKhip and their evcrj
movement was cariied out with remark-
able

¬

piecMon to the utter discomfort and
defeat of the Union Geneial and though
his army fought never so laavelj it was
a losing contest from beginning to the
bitter end

AliKIVKG OV THE riATTLKrinLD

The second battle of Bull Run leally
began on the cening of the 2Sth of
August was continued all the 29th and
fought to a finish on Satuidaj the 10th

the different dhisions of both armies be-

ing

¬

pushed into action as thej arrited on

the field

Rickcttss Dhision bhouaeked on the
night of the 29th near the Ileniy House
and on the morning of the 30th was
massed near the Matthews and Dogan

farms being held in leseitc
Heie rations were distributed while the

lilies were being arranged for further
operations defenshe and offensive mosllj
offensive for Pope had conceit ed the idea
that the Johnny rebs had been foticht out
and that their chief aim in life now was
to get out of reach of oni a eiiging legions

Where this idea originated is hard to
conceive but at any late Pope tele
giaphed the news to Gen Ilnlleck as an
actual fact and the good tidings sent a
thrill of joy through the lojal sections of
the count that was most rudely dispelled
a few hours later

FUKSCING THE ENFMV

That Pope belieed Lees army was de-

feated
¬

and iljing theie is no doubt though
Iorter Reynolds Sigel and others insisted
that Lee had no thought of letrentingbut
was arranging his lines for a determined
and concentrated attack on the Union
positions but to all these protests Pope
paid no attention and about noon or-
ganized

¬

strong columns to go after the
enemy press him all day and pick up
any straggler cannon wagons or anj
thing else thej could lay their hinds ou

Gen McDowell was to diiect this pleas-
ant

¬

dntj and Rickettss Division was to
lead on the right About or 1 oclock the
head of our column pnlled out the Sudley
road to go after those skedaddling Johnnies

first piling our knapsacks in a field but
we neter saw those knapsacks again a
job that we weie more than willing to do
though no fellow could exactly understand
why they were ou the run hiking for the
mountains but we were easily persuaded
to beliete the good news and we cheei
fully footed after them fiillv detei mined
that we would now repay them for the
many unpleasant experiences we had late-
ly

¬

had at their inhospitable hands
There had not been much doing during

the morning in the fighting line and I
remember marching near Kearnjs Divi-
sion

¬

and seeing that renowned General
careleshly leaning on a brass cannon while
a rifled cannon threw an occasional shell
toward a faun house a half mile or more
to the right front but the other fellows
were evidently not ready to lespond jet
Bverything conies to those who wait and
these waiting artillerists got plenty of
practice a little later in the day

It must have been between and 1

oclock when our two brigades Towels
and HartsufTs marched north on the
Sudley road to rejoin the other two brig-
ades

¬

Duryoas and Thoburns of the diti
Bion who had been sent to the extieme
right early in the morning but the maich
had not gone far before the ieil intentions
of the enemy had been fathomed and in-

stead
¬

of running away he was massing a
force of 50000 troops of all arms to crush
the Union left south of the Wanenton
pike

Bv some unaccountable blunder the line
south of the AAarreuton road had been
entirelv neglected and to meet this emer-genc- j-

Wan en rushed his senii bi igade of
two regiments into the breach supported
by McLeans Ohio Brigade of Sigeis
Corps and presently by Jacksons Antlei
sonb Brigade of the Pennsjliania Re-
serves

¬

and Towels and IlartsiifTs Brig ¬

ades and when these troops had bien
beaten back by Koltcss and Mihojs
Brigades of Sigeis Coips These set en
brigades in succession bore the brunt of
Longtreets and Stuarts attack in the
angle formec by the Wanenton and Sild
ley roads west of the Ilenrj House Hill

TOWER TO THE FESCUF

As our two brigades with Halls and
Lcppiens Maine Batteries countci
mn re lied on the double quick south on the
Sudley road the cicr increasing ioai- - of
the cannon and musketry a mile west on
the Warrenton ioid told lis the battle was
on in its full and we realm d that wo
would sexm hate our shaic in what was
going ou

We rushed by the Stone House across
the pike thiough the little stream called
Yoiiigs Creek and on in the direction of
the Chiun House the ditision now coming
under a fierce fire of the Confederate artil-
lery

¬

adtantageously posted on the hills
back of the house We formed line of
battle as best we could on the brow of
the hill but the ranks had been broken by
the rapid march and there was no chance
to properly deploy under the biting file of
the enemy now sweeping the hill

As we went in we met scoics of red
legged ZouatCK of AAanens Biigadc the
Uth and 10th X Y coining out many of
them wounded and bleeding and niauy
supporting wounded connades to the rear
and while this was not an inspiring sight
for us still they were not panicky but
were woiking their way to the rear with
their disabled connades in an ordeilv tin v

When we reached the brow or top if
the hill I loaded my rille and looked for
something to shoot at but though all
kinds of missiles were tearing thiough
our ranks dropping our men bv the
dozens ror a while I could not see a
Johnny I stepped out to the front to see
what the bots were filing at and saw
not a hundred jards away at the bottom
of our hill a line of Confederates etident
ly a regiment as thej hid a led battle
flag who were Ijing down and indus-
triously

¬

sharpshooting our line
I called the attention of our men to

these friends and we gave them such a

This letter explain wiry this sketch of
the second battle of Bull Bun was writ-
ten

¬

Philadelphia Jan 1 1003
Comrade L E Alden Co F 12th Mass

Carona Cak
Your letter recoiled about Bull Run

nd you will find my story of the fight I
wish you would write me your recollcc- -
tions of the battle just as they occurredto yon Youis Jno D Vautieh

Co I SSth Pa

hot lire that they soon got up and dusted
One fellow ran straight up the hill to the
Chinu House and I tired at him but made
a good miss my ball thiowiug up the dirt
a foot or two fiom him then he stopped
l uniting and walked up the hill while the
liile balls spattered all about him but eti
dently he got safely away I would hate
git en him another for luck but he was
gone befoie I could tear cartiidge and
lain and piimc my load

A SOEWmS TEI LINO IV BATTLE
I hate often been asked how a soldier

feels in battle This is a hard question to
answei as it all depends on ciriuni
stanics If the men are well handled and
hate conlidence in the GeiieiaK aic
assmed that the coiiim nideis know theii
business and aic not blindlv or l ccklesslj
pushing the soldieis in the light the spiut
of the men singlj and collecthelj is
good and etery fellow will stand up with
his connades to the bloodj woik

This confidence was alwajs felt in Mc
Clellan Meade and Grant but probablj

v V

JIAr snOWING POSITIONS AT nOLI ItUX FETWEEN 1 AXD o 3E 30
sjxi WIipii ndtnnced he AVarrcli Antlorhoii nnd McFcnnand Ihtn fiwput

Toner away At dark entire lines had brought Lack Sudky oad ritreatingoicr
nigat

more in Little Mac than in any other
Geneial in command of the Armj of the
Potomac If the men did not think their
Generals smait enough to meet the
enemy their fighting qualities were ¬

weakened I think every
man was more or less scaled going into
action he simp couldnt help it the tcr
rifting shiiek of the cannon balls the
agonizing signts of the mangled and bleed-
ing

¬

dead and wounded comrades and the
knowledge that the enemy is trjing to
shoot him all tend to appall any man and
cause the stoutest to quail but a mans
personal pride will cause him to cuib his
fears and staj with his companions in the
light

There were many soldiers in the SSth
Pa whom if thev were frightened did
not show it still I hate heard them con-

fess
¬

they weie as much scared as anyone
else

As for my own feelings I can safely
say that I neter went into one of the
dozen geneial engagements that I paitiei
pated in but that I wished I were a bun-
dled

¬

miles awaj but after being in the
thi k of the fray loading and firing at the
enemy the sense of personal peril almost
entircb disappeared the excitement of
the fight the shouts and example of com-

rades
¬

and the desire to do the common foe
as much liaun as possible largely diote
away the sense of fear and caused one to
stay to the last

If Gen G Wan en commanding the
Fifth Corps hail any fear in his heait he
neter showed it Capt G 15 Rhoades

was killed at the head of the 88th in
White Oak Swamp was one of the brav-
est

¬

of the urate One of the men in
our regiment was Sergt Win Montgom-
ery

¬

of Co 11 and one of tl coolest was
Opt Silvester I Martin of Co K but
what is true of these can be also said of
Henry S Boor Adit Cirus S Detie
Capt Richaid B Clciingcr James Hague
Joseph fergeaiit Capt K L and
scores of others that I could personally
name

LTMirn a hot nrE
to go on with the fight

Soon a Confederate battery with some
white horses in it said to be the Wash
ington Aitillery galloped into position
near the Chinn Faimhoiise and opening
ou us discharging their shells diiectly Hi
our tanks now wateiing in some con
fusion

Jo make things woise some cannon of
our own batteries came swinging in our
ear shouting for light of but the

noise of the tiring and telling of the men
was so great that none could hear or
know what to do and sonic or our men
were knorked down and injured by the
horses they being as much e ited as the
men In shoit there appealed to be no
directing minds and cttrj Mluw shouted
and swore as if he were the Geneial in
command It was an undisciplined mob
not a line of soldieis in oiderlj airay jet
every soldier was courageousli doing the
best he could under the most disadtan
tageous suiroiindings

Iloni after expciiences I gite it as my
opinion that if we had been taken up in
good shape lined up and oidered to lie
down and hold the hill we would hate
held that position till dnK in spite of the
insistent attacks of Longstieets legions
Our soldieis stood up biaiely to their
u oil and though I saw- - many dead and
wounded ltiug et erj w here and could see
the track of the balls as thei tore through
the clothing or buiied with a sickening
thud in some unfm Innate s body I saw
no nil King no running to the lear

1resciitlv long lines of Confcdciale in
fantiy with their red battle igs to tin
front deplojed and matched stiaight
against our position firing ns they came
the little puffs of white smoke inaiking
their line as they adiaiued 1 remember
our cannoneers deliberately sighting their
pieces pulling the lanjuds and watching
the shot but the horses to the
limbers weie wounded and inn off leav-
ing

¬

the guns without ammunition

our rics
Xow our lines begin to fall back and I

remember that I would shoot and then
fall to the icii to load and by the time I
got my ehaige home I would be
in the front again bj the line slowlv le
eeding I looked tow aid Ilartsuffs Biig
ade on the right anil thet weie slowly
giting waj also Twentt hie jaids oi s0
in tlicii fiont the coloi bcarer of a Jenn
stltania regiment lay on the giouiid but
wating his colors in the of the ad-
iancing

¬

foe
lie had been left by the receding line

and disdained to retieat II oeeiined to
me that the Hag would be captuied and
I rcsolted to sate it It would not do
for me to inn acioss the front of our line
and I ran to the tear to get back of the
flag befoie I would go for it but as I
was making my way to the icar he got up
and ran back to the line nud had all the
glory in saving his standaid without
my help

At period a heayy line cauio out of
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the woods on our left flank and some of
the men piepnred to hrc on them but
somebodj shouted Dont fire They are
Porteis troops but all doubts were soon
dispelled when they got within range they
opened a sat age fire that swept the hill

This was enough Hanked raked by
several batteries within easy range under
i ttithciing fire from the adiancing
tioops the Union lines on Bald Hill broke
I stated as long as I could but when it
was in my opinion time to go I hiked to
the lear in great shape though piobably
the proper thing for me to do wan to contest

the bloody field inch by and so
on but I didnt contest any niorerl had
enough and if our wajwaid iithcis
wanted that faun more than I they were
welcome to it

Om losses had been heavy The SSth l
icpoitcd a loss of Kil out of 400 engaged
of which 2S weic killed or moi tally
w ouuded

OUF DFD AND WOUMIFI

Iicut Col Joseph A McLean com ¬

manding the leginient was and fall-
ing

¬

off his flightened hoise leeched an ¬

other ghastlj wound dting ou the held
His last wolds weie I die for mj
couiitrj and the od

Opt John J Belsteilmg of Co C was
killed at the bead of his company and
many otheis were killed or wounded
among the wounded being Opt Louis
Waguirand Lieut Robert B Bcitli both
of Co D and afterward Comma nilcis-in-Chi-

of the Grand Army of the Republic
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Capt Wagner received a seteie wound
in the ankle which will disable him as
long as he liies He was left on the field
of battle and was subsequently puoled
by the Confederates

As we went sti earning down the hill we
met some of Sigels lcgiinents marching in
massed in columns of ditisions They did
not seem a bit e itid at the noise of battle
and the ki ji ki ti of the lebel jell but
stepped along as coolIvas if on drill and
checked the ndtaucc of the enemj who
got no further than the line of the Sudlct
load lit nightfall

Beyond the Sudley road the stiagglers
rallied or at least hundreds of them did
and formed long lines extending aeioss the
Warrenton pike

It was lute in the afternoon almost
dark when I got to these lines and one
long line about the front of a full regi-
ment

¬

had alicady formed and a second
lino almost as long was forming directly
behind it I saw no panic among the mcii
or teams and but few wagons abandoned
and if the country tonaid Washington
was full of stragglers from Popes aimy I
did not see them all I saw had arms and
came up on Sept 1 at Chantilly leady to
do battle again for the fiag and the Union
After dark we crosed Bull Run slept lit
the loadside ncnr Centertille and the
second battle of Bull Run passed into
histoiy

We had been defeated but not demoral-
ized

¬

and etery soldier felt that the fault
was not with the rank and file but rather
duo to the incompetency of our command ¬

ing olhccr

EDITORIAL NOTE Next T7eelr The Nation-
al

¬

Tribune will publish another article un-
der

¬
this same title by Comrade L E Aldenwho describes the Second Bull run Fight

from the standpoint of a member of the 12thMass

The Persimmon Brigade
rjniTOi National Tihiiune Permit

me to ask if 1iist Lieut Geo W Bowels
Co B llKllh Ohio whose communication
is published in jour Issue of April l in
l elation to the Persimmon Biigade is
not a little off when he sais that Long ¬

stieets auny had liicd off the eomitiv
Last Tennessee prior to the adient of

Gen Biunsides aimy in that region
Now according to my lecolleetion Gen

Iiirnsides army entered Last Tennessee
about the first of September 1S3 at
which time Gen Longstieets Vups was
sorting with Gen Robert II Lee in the
Army of Northern Virginia and abouttht tine was sent west to iciiifoiee Gen
Biagg and paiticipatcd with Biagg in in
lliniig the disaster upon the Union armiunder Roseeraus at Chiekamanga and it
wu not till after Cliickamauga that Long
street moted against Gen Buiiiside at
Knoxtille and theiefoic Gen Longstieets
army was not liiing off the eomitiv in
Ila t Tennessee piior to Gin Biunsides
occupation of Last Tennessee eailj in
September of 1803 IIlfkiah Mooriv
Piitate 117th Iml Peisimmon Biig-
ade

¬

Copeiihgen Ind

Joe Wheeler Got the Cattle
UMTOII XATION AE TltllllTNE I soiled

in the Aimy of the Cumberland from
Murfmsboro down the line to Chickainau
ga and back-- to Nashtille I am perfectly
familiar with a great many things Gen
Raiim iceiles and he hits center I was
in command of the convalescents and hadehaige of the cattle for Sheimans aimjthat en Joe WhecIer ian into between
Calhoun and Cutcrstille Ga Unfortu-nately

¬

we weie in the minority by a laiomnjoiity and Joe took all the cattle ho
wanted and as time was limited I didnot demand any requisition I neierhomd whether the C S A paid UncleSam for them or not

I am willing to donate my share totvaidthe Lee monument if it is built south ofMason and Dixons line Gio W PoiEiiav Captain Co B OSth Ind Napoleon
Iml

The Western Army
HniTOit Natiovat Tiiihum In the

issue of April 2 Gen Green B Rauni in
giting the loster of the First and SecondBugades Fouith Ditision Seienteenth
Coips makes scleral mistakes He sajsSecond Biigade commanded bv MajRobeitH Mcrulden llst 111 battalioniCapt Michael F Kanan Maj R uMoFaddou commanded the list III bat-
talion

¬

not the Second Brigade Cos Aand B Capt Michael F Kanan did not
command the 1th HI Battalion for he lesigned and went home from Marietta be-
foie

¬

the aimy started on the march to Sa
vannah The llst battalion shoitly afterwe left Atlanta was detailed as protost
guaid ut Corps Headquarters and servedas such guaid until our consolidation withthe 53d 111 at Savannah and was never
in the Second Brigade but in the First orPottss Army as te bojs called it WmII Paejieu Lieutenant Commanding Co
2 41st battalion nnd Co G C3d III
Buffalo Gap S Dak

Tbe Explosion iU Hob lie

Editor National TnmuM The fol-
lowing

¬

is an account of the great explo ¬

sion at Mobile as I saw It I nm reljing
upon memory and it is therefore prob ible
that some noteworthy features of that
terrifjing speetaile may be inadvertently
omitted from my storj One eau not woil
forget a scene like that Ilveu now 1 can
hear the awful noise of the explosion and
see the debt is Iljing lirjilt in the air ami
in all directions The eWpIosion occurred
in a large building in which it was aid
30 tons of ponder wen1 stoi ed cvrtainli
enough for one bhisL in addition to the
poweler there were immense quantities ot
solid cannon balls audi shells and other
militarj stoics The cause of the explo-
sion

¬

which oeeiined ni ac 3 oclock p m
was unknown the supposition being that
it was the losult of e arch ssness in hand
ling capped shells 1 jwas guaid drum-
mer

¬

on that day and stood o i the parad
ground facing the east there being onli
one block corner tajs to the northeast
between the building in which the explo-
sion

¬

occulted and mtsolf The entire
cdiliio except the west side neur whih
the 20th Wis was in iinarters fell Hat
to the ground Altogether 13 blocks were
destroj In order to eontey a better under
standing I will attempt to gite a nunc
minute desi liptiou Uach of the demolish ¬

ed buildings or warehouses colored in
entire block Nearly all of the buildings
destiojed weie similar to the one in which
the explosion oeenned A luUk wall 20
foot high and 22 inches thick was built
ou the lino around the block Oier this
was a ioof 10 or 7 feet wide leav I ig an
open space inside which was our parad
giouiid Manv buildings remote fioni
those demolished were damaged On the
sticot facing the b iv all of the glass in
the front end of the buildings was broken
fragments of glass covering the sidewalk
distant a hilf mile fiom the exploMon
Solid cannon balls and shells bricks lamp ¬

posts and miscellaneous debris went up
with the hie and smoke to a high and un ¬

known altitude mam of the missiles md
fiagmeiits of the building coming down i
mile from the place of use elision Some
of the tessels m the bay wore wrecked
and it was said that the dish s weie
shaken from a tessels table 12 miles from
the city and that a railwaj train HI mles
noi Ih felt the concussion According 1

the statement of a city paper issued ou
the following inclining liO people icie
kiod or injiiied For two hours after til
explosion I t allied one eoiner ot a sti-Lci-

ai d on the next morning I assisted n
taking from the baj a man who lul b cn
sliockingli scalded in the wicck of a tes
scl but he was still liting The 2th
Wis lost four men who were on guaid in
and about the magazine and I beliete th
body of one was neior found An loua
regiment the Sth I think nuiowlj
escaped The Ionniis hid occupied the
north side of the same building in which
the 2th AVis was qimteicd but they
moted out in the forenoon Had thej- - le
mainod thej- - would hate boon rushed bv
the falling north wall As it was wo dug
out two men loft in their liu racks siik
A Rom UTS Co P 20th Wis mustered
out with Co C 1 lth AVis Lincoln Boulo
taid Freepoit 111

A Reminiscence
Kditoii Nationme Tiiiulwe At the

surrender ofCumbeilaiid Gnu Ivi Sept
U 1S by Gen Frazier to Gen Shackel-
ford

¬

of the Ninth Corps we came into
possession of 2 300 prisoners Six com ¬

panies of infiiitij-- tluVe Jfroni the J2th
Ohio three from the fcrttlV Ohio and tlnce
companies of rat airy fVoiAjIhe Uth Venn
weie detailed to gnird the piisomrs
through to Lexington JKj Gen Fiaier
and his staff were not plit under gmrd
but weie allowed to iwp through with
their horses along with the command I
was detached to accompany the rebel
C cncral and his staff Ynv company being
one of the glial ding detjachments with the
irisoneis On Frmersstaff was an Aid
a Lieutenant by the name or Harrison
In com creation with Lieut Harrison he
inquired of me where Kwas from I told
him I belonged in Olinfiii Tmearawas
County I noticed that Hie Lieutenant be¬

came somen hat agitnlw and I became
curious to know-- the cause Finally I
askod him if he had evVrlieen in that sec ¬

tion of the State of Oliib After a mo ¬

ment he answered me bjsnyilig that he
had and named people whom I knew
among the number the Hon John A
Bingham As a matter of course I be ¬

came inquisitive and this is the stoij
as iear as I can lomombor he told me

In ISTi I left mj home at Cadiz Har
lison County Ohio for the South I
finally drifted into Knoxtiil Teiui
whore I engaged as Superintendent of the
schools and was so engaged when the war
bioke out Uspousing the cause of the
South I entoied the Confederate seriico
was commissioned a Fiist Lieutenant and
as such olllecr I hate served th- - iist joar
or so as an Aid on Gen Frazieis staff
My people reside in Harrison County
Ohio an adjoining County to jours some
at Odiz None of them know wiicre I
am nor shall thej know if in inv pouei
to preicnt I am imbued with Southern
principles The South is light and the
North is ladieallv wnmg and the right
will pieiail and the South will be tietoi
ious and foreter maintain her indepen ¬

dence All I ask of jou is to not divulge
to mj friends or acquaintances my where ¬

abouts or of jour mooting with me Do
this Do jou promise meV

After a little while as we weie now
riding in silence he again spoke sajing

Keep this all a secret for me at least
for 20 tears You can promise that can
jou not And will jou not He reaehod
mo his hand I grasped it and piomisid

At Lexington Kj we turned over the
prisoners to the authorities theie and I
bade Lieut Harrison good lu

Jon Fiizior and his ollieers wore sent
to Johnsons Island and the troops to
Camp Ch ise O I neter heard of Lieut
Harrison after patting with him at Lex-
ington

¬

I kept his secret and my promise
till the j ear ISS when I aske d the lite
Judge J A Pcaise Colonel of the OSth
Ohio of Cadiz if ho had cter known a
Mr Han isou who had left Cadiz before
the war for the South The Colonel in-

fill
¬

mod mo that ho had known him well
and also that he had known of his teach ¬

ing at ICnoxtille at the In caking out of
the wu but that ho had neter learned
of his entering the Confederals seniee
and in mv ledating this leminiseenec was
his first knowledge of that fact

Query AVlnt became of the Noithern
Confedoinlo Lieut Harrison Did he die
at Johnsons Island Or was he ex ¬

changed and did he return to the South-
ern

¬

aimy Is ho living to day AVho
can answer Gio AV Boweks Fiist
Lieutenant Co B 12lth Ohio and later
Captain Co A ISoth Ohio New Philadel-
phia

¬

Ohio

Persimmon Brigade A Family of Soldiers
HniToit National Tiiihune Comrade

Buchanan writes a trim and inteiesting
storj- - of the Persimmon Brigade I soiled
six-- weeks after the srciinonths term had
expiicd I can saj no more concerning
the Persimmon Brigade than has been so
ttel told by Conuade Buchanan His
story is my storj- - Whcn guaidiug piis
oners at Camp Mortctntnhcic 1 piome
naded on a high scaffold exposed to the
binning lajs ot an August sun I reieiioil
a sunstroke fiom thd effects of which I
hate neier reeotered Howeier eten in
the Persimmon Biiiside my priintious
weie eonipaiitively light in tiew of those
cnduied by my lite brut hers and biothor-in-la-

Two of my brothers in the 33d
Ind were captured at Thompson Station
Teiui and confined in horrible Libby
Piison where they corftracted diseases
that scriouslj-- and permanently impaired
their health One brother in the 9th Ind
Battery died of smallpox and eiisipelai
Match 13 1SC5 Another Irotfier seitoel
m the 2d Ind Mtd Inf ai d the other
mother and our brother-in-la- were meri
beis of the Stith Ind Kieiy one of the
suititois is permanently broken in health
the result of exposuie and other hardships
incident to sort ice in field nnd battle Yet
there are those who would depritc us of
our meager pensions Only recently I was
told by one who did not see the light un-
til

¬

10 or 15 years after the war closed that
the i derails were receiving too much pen-
sion

¬

compensation If such men were to
have just one weeks experience such as
characterized that of the Persimmon Bri ¬

gade they would possiblyr entertain a
more sympathetic feeling for those jvho
followed the floe of their country to tIc- -

tory Sometime I may relate the exper¬

ience of myself and a comrade when the
Persimmn i Brigade was en route home
Him ix AV Haynes Co A 117th Ind
Annapolis Ind

Libby and Belle Isle
Kditor National TmnuxE I can

fully corrolKirnte the statements of Capt
Boecham and Comrade J AV Rodgers
123d Ohio rcgaiding the horrors of Libby
and Belle Isle I was one of the paity
with Comrade Rodgers who vmnshed the
locked door of Libit- - Prison and liberated
the prisoners who were in imminent dan-
ger

¬

of losing their liies in burning Rich ¬

mond The scenes were harrowing in the
extieme The helpless inmates of the
prison weie apparently forsaken all hope
gone Selling in the 3d AV Aa I was
captured April 8 1J4 My experience
was similar to that of others marched
through rain and mud with little to eat
nnd bioken lest at night It is the sune
old storj of suffering and indignities ou-
tlined

¬

Ill Libby we were stripped in the
piesemc of old Gen AVinder While the
other Ihijm were undergoing the stripping
pioeess 1 lincknl against the ollice door
and surreptitiously abstiaetcd the key and
slipped it into my pocket Of course the
kej-- was useless to me I simply wanted
lo annoy old AVinder and Ins uiiiiuidoir
AVhen they raised the tiap door of the
see oud floor preparatory to ushering us
into the presence of those piisonois who

had gone before we weie greeted with
the erj Fresh hsh The stench eoiaing
from that hole was siiJening and oier
powering AAhoii we entered it was dark
the solid windows being nailed down The
place was so ciomlcd that I could scarcc
Ij hud room to lie dow n

AVhen transfoirod to Belle Isle I came
iu contact with the wicked old Doe tor
At sick call the iinsimpatlictic Lscula
pian gitiffly nskid AVIuts the matter
with jou I told him tint I had fetor
Nothing of the kind slid he the res

nothing w ha tot or the matter with jou
Of course I know I was siek if that
adamantine piactitioncr didnt

One Summer iliv a smooth faced bov
so siek that he ought to hate boon in the
hospital sat with ne all day long bj the
stockade without a mouthful to e it the
heice rajs of a hot sun boating upon us
the while About sundown u golitlemaiilj
otliier uppioaelicd us and said You
siek Ikijs must go to tho hospital The
boit is waiting Come along The mcie
puscnee of that gentleman- - fellow had
an exhilarating effect upon our depressed
spirits He was an iulinileli better phi
sieian than the wicked Doctor AAIiei
we weie near the other shoie setei il
shots wore bred iippaioutlv at us from
an old mill Letting the boat drift fo
ward the shoio the ollieer turned and
bred a few shots at the window whenec
he sitpposid the hostile shots Ind eonie
AVhen wo lauded some j cuing gills met us
and with inipiiuug ojes tiewed our rag¬

ged regimentals
I witnc spd tho bread liot in Rich ¬

mond A red headed woman matched in
flout of the crowd cring Biead or
blood Tint woniiii and her followeis
were nwue that in u gieat warehouse on
Feiry street within sight of Libby Prison
were stoied immense quantities of pro
tisions while the pooler citizens and the
soldieis were in a state of semi stanation
When the city was being etaeuatcd and
puiulciuoiiium reigned supreme the whisky
stoied iu the warehouse was emptied on
the stieot tilling a cellar and flooding the
sewei AVv II Siiiiiviii Co C 3d AA

Va and Co V tith AV Aa Car Randall
AV Va

Cedar Creek
Loiroi National Trmusr Please

say in The National Tiibuno that ir the
ox Confe delate if liiing will return my
commission as Captain loth AV Aa was
captured at Cedar Creek Aa on Oct 1

leH I will feel mjself under many and
lasting obligations to him

I belonged to Gen Crooks command
Thiid Brigade- - Second Ditision AAe
were the futhest south on the general
lino Between the 1 Ith and lth we had
thrown up a rifle pit on a ridge or emi-
nence

¬

The right ot our brigade next
Cedar Creek facing south The rifle pit
on our left eiieled around northeast and
then north AVe hail our little pup tents
iu the roar of lille pits on lower ground

I had recoiled my commission only five
or six dats pieiiously and was mustered
ns Captain Oct 14 Our company bag ¬

gage was baek under the I s suns at
Harpers Ferry I seemed to have no
place as coincident for the commission as
ni hatorsnek which was a black olh
ceis stIe hatersaek AVhen it was jot
quite iluk in the morning wo went right
foiward to our lifle pit leaving my hater
sack iu inv tent I did not then know that
it was a Hank mot eineut of the enemj- - I
got oior on the south side and went down
the hill 10 or 0 jards toward the Shenan
dli Kiter and saw the rebel line com-
ing

¬

up the hill I icturnod to mv com
pmy and gate orders I think by the
time mj- - men had bred four or live rounds
all the troops on our left hail quit their
pits or tents and weie fleeing like stmod
labbits By this time it was getting light
enough to see men 0 jards more or less
The Johnnies weie oier on my left and
almost in my rear I then euderod my
men to save themselves I could not stop
at my tout to get my havoisaek and com ¬

mission uithnit running too great a risk
or spending the AVinter in Libby Prison
I also h id set en or eight tine plugs of
natural leaf tobae co in the hatersaek that
I had gett at Hanisonbiirg Aa a few
dajs before The Johnny may keep the
hatersaek and tobacco if he will return
the commission Although Gov Piei point
sent me a duplicate I should like to have
the original teiy much I hate alwajs
understood that it was Gen Keisjiaws
Ditision that eainc up iu our front and
left rear CorMxirs Gandv Captain
Co i 11th AV Aa Independence A

Aa

Bridging a Tennessee Stream
J Y Patin Dallas Tex writes Dur-

ing
¬

the big flood of the Spring of ISOj
there was detailed from the eataliy depot
at Nashtille Tenu among otheis James
Hughes 12th Ohio Cav The work of this
detail was iu connection witli the Pioneer
Cnips then engaged ou leiad repairs and
biidging AVe had been out two dats and
nights tijing to bridge a teiy swift and
deep stream but had been unable to get
the bents in position for the stringers
Hughes suggested that we cut sciewpoints on the upright posts and screw
them into the bed of the stream and then
saw oil at proper length and attach the
upper timbers AVe all thought him crazy
but we found that during the night lie
had pointed one of the upright timbers
then cut i spiral notch about lite feet
fiom the lower end AVe decided to let
him hate a trial so he lashed two of our
rafts together with a space between suf-
ficient

¬

to lower the first post lie then
stood the post ou end in the bed of the
stieam and bj-- using spikes capstand
fashion we soon had the post securely in
position The success was so complete
that Hughes was put in ehaige of post
setting and soon the bridge was finished
At that time Hughes was a boj- - of prob-
ably

¬

18 and in poor health AVe under-
stood

¬

that he was promised promotion for
this feat and piobably he secured it

Si and Shorty
HniTou Nation u Tiiiiiune In a

late number of The National Tribune
there was published a letter from a little
gill asking ton to bung Aunt M inert a
into the Si Klegg stoiy again Xow I
am not a lory little gill but I hate fol-
lowed

¬

Si and Shoit or Dan or AAill
Llliott what eter his name is from the
teiy lust and as the war is Hearing the
close 1 am afraid ou will close off the
story like Mr Benson did Bayards
Courier spoil the whole story by the
abruptness of the ending 1 wish ou
would take the bojs thiough to John-
stons

¬

surrender their discharge icturn
home the joyful meetings Shortys mar-
riage

¬

etc anil get them well settled in
life befoie they are dismissed for gooel
AVhy not take them through the dark
dajs of reconstruction Then give us an-
other

¬

story leally u continuation of the
first taking Sis boy and Shortys boy
through the Spanish war

Excuse me for trjing to write your
story for jou but after knowing the bojs
so brg it is like losing an old friend to
lose them ViOLir BAitriETT COM

Chamberliu Ate St Louis Mo

iitiLijL

How a Lie Saved the Capital
Editor National Triiiuxe I have

just read the installment Of Washington
in AAnr Times or the President in Bat- -
tie by AAiu Van Zandt Cor It reminds
mo of how this great Union was saved by
a soldier telling a lie This is the storj

On Julv 1S04 at the Battle oLMon
oeacy Mel a member of the KMith N Y
First Brigade Third Ditision Sixth
Corps was captured early in the tight
He was taken before Gen Earbs

and questioneel as
follows

Yank what troops arc those over
there

The answer canie promptly The Sixth
Corps

This statement was met with the asser-
tion

¬

Yeni are a liar
You aic no gentleman said the pris ¬

oner I am an uuaimetl prisoner of war
if I ttciu not there would be trouble here
and now I never allow a man to tall
mc a liar without creating a disturbance
but now I am helpless

Southern politeness replied Excuse
mo I was too Inst I did not mean that
But is the whole Sixth Corps oier theie

Yes sir
I tan not believe you and this is why

About a month ago we left Colt Harbor
and the Sixth Corps was in our front we
hate boon marihiiig eter since and now
ton siy the same corps is before us How
did ton get heie

AVe came up the river on boats The
old man Grant knew where jou were
going so he sent tho Sixth Corps to escort
ion into Washington Now if ton do not
beliete that the Sixth Corps is oter there
go titer anil jou will find out

This information tins convoyed to Gen
Early anil he know what it was to moot
the Sixth Corps lie had met it before and
tin its got licked The lie told by the
prisoner was this Instead of the whole
coips being at Monoeaey only poitious of
the First and Second Brigades of the
Thiid Ditision were there with a detach-
ment

¬

of the Eighth Corps
I chim thpt if Gen Lew AAallaoe and

Gen J B Ricketts with tho men under
their command had not fought so gallant-
ly

¬

on that hot July day for scleral hours
Early would hate captured our Capital
If he had England and France niinht
Iiate reiogniziil the Confederaej- - and it
might hate been the end of U S

At ho can tell what good that Ho did
On July 12 lStt l when Earljs forces
weie- before AAashington gold reaehod its
highest point It was a critical point in
affairs Walti it C STiiiCKLri Phila-
delphia

¬

Pa

Death of Gen Polk The 13th N Y Icdpt
Battery

Editop National TninuNE Although
nmij- - jears bate rolled away since Gen
Polk was killed at Pine Mountain Aug
27 JSU inv recollection of the circum-
stance

¬

is distinct The J3th N Y Indpt
Ratten- - fired the shot I belonged tit the
102d N Y Second Ditision Twentieth
Coips the 13th Indpt Battery being with
my regiment in front of Pine Mountain
This was after the Eleventh and Twelfth
Corps had been consolidated I was on
the ground and raw the shot fired fiom
gun Xo 4 13th Indpt Battery It was
known as AVheelers Rutterj- - After
AVheoIer was killed at IColbs farm June
22 ISfiJ Lieut Henry Bundy was pro-
moted

¬

to the Optaircy Pretiously to the
battle or Re aca May 1 18H the bat-ter- j-

bad been composed of six steel guns
but after Resaca they were exchanged
for six brass Xapolcons 12 pounders The
battery accompanied the first troops that
entered Atlanta Not ember 1S04 Sub ¬

sequently it was sent back to Chattanooga
thcrce to Murfrcesboio Returning to
TiiHahoma it remained there until July
1SC when it was ordered home and mus-
tered

¬

out of the seivice Having been an
to the killing of Gen Polk mv

memory unclouded I know whereof I
write REunrv D Quick Co F 102d
N Y SC Benkard Ave New burg N Y

The Chicago Mercantile Battery In the Red
River Campaign

Artemas Smith Lincoln Ind writes
I was much interested in Comrade R H

Martins account of the Red River cam-
paign

¬

commanded by Gen Banks in
the main he giies a correct statement I
will add that I am a sun it or of that cam ¬

paign hating served as bugler in the
Chicago Mercantile Battery all thiough
the Aieksbtirg campaign from Port Gib-
son

¬

May 1 1SK5 to the surrender of
Peinbei tons armj- - July 4 IS3 I was
in the Fouith Ditision Thirteenth Corps
commanded by A J Smith until Aieks
burg surrendered and the icturn from
Jackson Miss when the battery was
transferred to the Department of the Gulf
and in the Spring of 04 we putieipated
in the Red Idler campaign I and in
other membeis of the battery including
Opt AVhite and First Lieut Cohen of
the battery were captured at Sabine
Crossroads and were kept in confinement
at Camp Foul Tex until June 17 ISO- -

I shouhl like to hear fiom any simitor of
the battery or anj member of Co II
130th III

How a Johnny Lost Bis Arm
R S Hamilton Co II 7th Tex Inf

Granburys Brigade Pat Cleburnes Diti-
sion

¬

now leading at AAeatherfoid Tex
lost his right arm abote the elbow at the
battle of Franklin Tenn The division
was chaiging on the pike and had just
passed the first line of Federals and
reached the second Hue about 20 stops
west of the Salt House Mr Hamilton
was about to cioss the works when he
found himself confronted by a joung sol-
dier

¬

within the breastwoiks Hamilton
said Surrender The Yank replied

j on and just then pulled the
trigger Hamilton sajs it was an Enfield
rille and the lcsiilt was that Mr Hamil-
ton

¬

is now minus his right arm IIow
eter the Johnnv bears no ill will to that
boy and sats that he would like to see
him and if he could find out just who he
was would welcome him as a brother

Death of Gen Folk
Editoii National TninuNr I wish to

corioborate the statement made bv J AV
A Gillespie Captain Co G 7Sth Ohio
of the death of Gen Polk I was on the
skirmish line on June 14 1SU1 I kept a
diary and so recorded it Fiom that diary
I wrote a book the history of the 74th
O Ar I Gen Polk was killed on Pine
Mountain Juno 14 1S04 by an Indiana
battery cither the Tith or Gth In v S
Owens Corporal Co C 74th Ohio
Union Ohio

While You Wait
Thousands Write Me

And Get Well

Why do jou stay sick while an offer
like this is waiting

AVhy not tij to get well
I will mail jou an older good at iny

drug stoic for six bottles Dr Shoops
Restoratite You maj- - take it a month
on trial If it succeeds the cost is 50
If it fails I will pay the iliuggist mjself

and jour meie word shall decide it
If my way succeeds think what it

means to be well If I fail simply say
so and the treatment is fiee

Remember two tilings First I know
whit this icinedj-- will do and the offer
protes my faith in it Second it is ap
paient that I usually succeed else tho
offer would ruin me For jour own sake
let me contiuce jou

Mj- - success comes from strengthening
the inside ncives which alone opciate
the tital organs I have spent my life
in learning how to do it A weak organ
meaus weak nciie power It is like a
weak engine that needs more steam To
doctor the organ is useless what it needs
is power to act My Restorative alone
brings back that power and iu most of
these discuses no other way can cure

My book will tell jou why

Tioolv No 1 on Dyspepsia
SImnlv stale which Hook Xo 2 oil Hie Heart

boolc jou ttnnt and Hook No Son the Kidneys
iddrrM Pr Snoop Hook No 4 for Women
110X531 liacine Wis llookrvo 3 for Men sealed

llooko Uon Ithcumallsm
Mild races not chronic are often cured by one oH

two boIUcs At all drusgUU

gfcmwMiiwuwiifi
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PICKET SHOTS

From Alert Comrades Alonj the Wbolt
Lin

TFVVEL3 OF THE 4STH INP
H Milburn Captain Co H ISth Intl

Eby OI writes The ISth ind wa
organized at Goshen Ind in IStl with
Col Norman Eddy in command he being
one of 10 Democrats appointed to com-
mand

¬

of regiments at that time bv In ¬

dianas AVar Governor O P Morton Tho
regiment left camp in February IStrpioeeediil to Cairo IU by the L S
AI S Illinois Centra R R then tia boat
to Padueah Ky whore for the first time
the bojs put their feet on the sacrctl soil
of the Sunny South Cos I and G un-
der

¬

command of Capt E J AVood were
assigned to guard duty in the city Cos
A D E and K under command of Col
Eddy went into camp west ot the citv
Cos It C II and F Maj D A C Rug
commander were assigned to Fort Ander
son where we remained until the latterpart of April then went bv IkjU to Pittsburg Landing The brigade to the best
of my recollection consisted of the 2thMo -- th Iowa 1th Minn -- Ith and ISth
Ind den Napoleon Buford commandedthe brigade Jen Seliujler Hamilton com ¬
ma ndeil the ditision Later we marched
to Corinth then returned bv Rionzi anil
went into camp at Clear Creek From
here we went to Jacinto thence to Rionzi
returned to Jacinto where we camped one
elaj- - and then proeooded to Iuka to play
our part in that bloody drama Leating
Iuka Sept 20 1S02 we returned to camp
at Clear Creek Then proceedetl to

oniith where we were engaged in thebattle of Oct 3 and 4

BROTHERS IN OHIO COMPANIES
Geo AA Hines Co C OSth Ohio

Ueorsville O makes claim that two com ¬

panies of the JSth Ohio can come piettvnear equaling the record for number ofbrothers ami gives the following
fit rV flort nml Tf 1 - -

ami Joseph Courtright Thomas and Jacob
ise Joint noil IV r ttw 4ii iMi iiiiinn M Henry A and James W Clark
Immas ami It ice Fnihnv Tnhn nmi
nm fJuvv t niil iut ri -

uncon iikI Ditifl Ur Xfit t i
m Iarks John and Richard PcnnockJames V and Albert Juigley AVilliam andJoseph Romans
Co F Capt Joseph and David Patter-

son
¬

Adam and Xelson ISridgeman Samuel
I and Xathan R Co AAilliam and John
Cummings Joseph and Isaiah Fowler
AA I and AV S Fulton Robert II anil

in V Orcein James C Andrew I ami
Dai id A Guthrie Bennington amiHan cy Logan Hiram I and John HInkers John R and Samuel McCombs
John T and Johnson R McCombs James
AV and Xathan II Raker Robert andHugh A Birnej-- R Allen and Henrv C
McCoimick Geo D and Robert Mc-Ijho- j-

John S and AAm Patterson
esley M and James B Rogers John P

antl TS- - i001- - Isaac and Thomashiiderlull Charles X and John AV
A alker John X and Robert A AValker

Thirteen sets for Co C and 22 sets forCo F This regiment had C3 preachers
and teachers

TIRED THE nnST SHOT
John X Matthews Metropolis III

claims the distinction of firing the firstgun from the Gunboat Tyler at the bat-
tle

¬
of Shiloh loiter he was transferred

to the Gunboat Robb In June IStKJ he
was engaged with Forrest at Cerro Goido
Landing below Shiloh where he was
wounded in both hands He returned
home and was discharged at Cairo III
Oct 2 ISCsi Comrade Matthews has re-
mained

¬
in Illinois since and has raiseit

a family of 12 children all married and
now has 52 grandchildren and six great
grandchildren He is 70 j tars old Com
lade Matthews believes that the Govern-
ment

¬
should give a sen iee pension of 12

per month to all honorably dischargeel sol-
diers

¬

who served 00 days and that the
widows of such soldiers should be placed
on the rolls at 12

Thomass Aitarr
Rev A G Murray Lock Bot S3 Paw-

nee
¬

Okla w rites I am more interested
in the splendid articles of Gen Green B
Rauni on the AAestern Armj- - than any-
thing

¬

that appears in your esteemed pa ¬
per but am greatly surprised at an en or
which occurs in the article in issue of
April f In giving a list of the troopsi
under Gen Geo n Thomas in the
Fourth Corps Third Division First Bri-
gade

¬

he gives Col John A Martin as
commander and in the list of regiment
lie leates out the olst Ind entirely This
was the largest regiment in the brigade
and the brigade was commanded by Col
A D Streighf 51st Ind from the be¬

ginning op that campaign against Hood
until the disbanding of the armj--

ILLINOIS MAVS SERVICE

AAm Fatterson Soldiers Home
Quincy Ilk writes Born in Mobile Ala
Jan ti 1S43 came to Illinois in 1850 en-
listed

¬

July 2S 1S02 in Co A 97th III
I served three years and saw rough ser-
vice

¬

from Chickasaw Bayou in 02 until
the sunender of Aieksburg Later was
in the Thirteenth Corps until after the
battle of Fort Blakely Ala April 9 lSGTt

was wounded in the charge and for the
first time was in hospital I have been
much interested in Gen Green B Raumis
story The AAestein Army

AX HISTORICAL JIEDAL

John A Bennett Co D Sth Ky Cav
French Lick Ind has a medal issued by
Congress for gallantry at the battle of tho
Thimes On the face of the medal is a
raisetl portrait of Gen AVm Henry Har-
rison

¬

and on the reierse sido is the God ¬

dess of Liberty with wreath iu hand anil
eagle with outstretched wings Comradt
Bennett wishes to learn when these
medals were issued and the number The
one tint he has was plowed up on a farm
two miles west of French Lick Ind
where Gen Harrison camped on his way
to Aincennes Ind

A CUMBERLAND SURVIVOR

E II AAebster Goffstown X IL is a
survitor of the U S S Cumberland In
a recent letter Comrade AAebster requests
The Xati6nal Tribune to ascertain how
many others who saw service on the old
ship aic still liiing

THE 45TII ILL

J P Jones Co F Itth III Sheldon
Mo writes Gen Rauni in AAith the
AAestern Army April 2 103 makes the
mistake of placing the 4oth AAis Lieut
Col Robert 1 Scaly in the First Brigade
Third Ditision Seienteenth Corps It
should be the 15th 111

SCATTERING I

E 7 Mabbolt Co G 11th AVis Spring
Green AAis makes inquiry legaiding a
cedar canteen which was taken from the
quarters of his company in rear of Aieks ¬

burg while the regiment was at Jackson
Comrade Mabbott had secured the canteen
by exchange w ith a Johnnj- - and his name
was engrated ou it

A J Bird Co F Slst Ohio Delaware
Ohio complains that the comrades ot his
regiment do not write for The National
Tnbune Let us hear from the Slst Ohia
boys

AAm Webster Co B Shortercck Ky
sajs that he seldom sees aiij thing iu The
National Tribune about the 17th Ky
AAhy dont the 17th Ky hoj s write

John Biggs Co C 57th Ohio Bristol
Mich writes I have been a reader oC

The National Tribune 22 jears and ami
a boy CO years old I was witli my regi-
ment

¬

through all the campaign of ISO
and was seterely wounded June 27 1SG4
and am drawing n pension of 12 pee
month

Chas E Morey 109th N Y Troy
N Y requests that some comrade gite
an account of the Swamp Angel which
was placed in position near Charleston
and was used in offensive operations
against that city

Mrs Jennio Morrison Brown 93S E
2d st Albany Ore requests that soma
simrade send her the poem AAbat AAill
Poor Nancy Do

telgtogi


